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TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE PENNINES TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE TO THE 
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, 21st OCTOBER 2015

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Pennines Township Committee.

Highways

The Highways Service has agreed the capital programme for 2015/16 and completed all 
outstanding work on the Highway Investment Programme (HIP) by the end of March 2015. 
These schemes will deliver improved traffic flow through the Pennines villages. 
The following are updates on highway and structure schemes are part of the capital 
programme for 2015/16

 Smallbridge & Firgrove Rochdale Road (A640) Classified Firgrove Bridge Willows 
Lane Carriageway Resurfacing - complete

 Littleborough Lakeside Timbercliffe Unclassified Punchbowl Bridge Estate entrance 
Carriageway Resurfacing - complete

 Milnrow & Newhey Wildhouse Lane Classified Full length Full length Carriageway 
Structural Patching - complete

 Littleborough Lakeside Howard Way Unclassified Drake Road Cul de sac Footway 
Slurry Seal

 Littleborough Lakeside Norfolk Close Unclassified Drake Road Cul de sac Footway 
Slurry Seal

 Littleborough Lakeside Raleigh Gardens Unclassified Hawkins Way Cul de sac 
Footway Slurry Seal

 Littleborough Lakeside Sydney Gardens Unclassified Drake Road Cul de sac 
Footway Slurry Seal

 Littleborough Lakeside Hawkins Way Unclassified Drake Road Raleigh Gardens 
Footway Slurry Seal

 Littleborough Lakeside Frobisher Road Unclassified Drake Road Drake Road 
Footway Slurry Seal

 Littleborough Lakeside Drake Road Unclassified Barnes Meadows Barnes 
Meadows Footway Slurry Seal.

 Todmorden Road Retaining Walls 3 and 4 – work commenced on 28th September 
2015


Regular updates will provided through meetings between Highways and Members 
throughout the year.

Environmental Management

Milnrow Memorial Park and Hare Hill Park retain prestigious Green Flag Awards for 
excellent parks.  This national scheme is run by Keep Britain Tidy Group who carry out an 
independent inspection of the quality of the park facilities and features, maintenance 
standards and community engagement.  We are proud to say that they passed with flying 
colours.
Pennines in Bloom community group supported by Environmental Management Services 
have once again entered North West in Bloom competition, run by RHS.  We are awaiting 
judge’s scores to see if they can go one better and get that coveted Gold medal.  We are 
already preparing for next year’s inspections.



Library Service

Libraries are being well used across the Pennines Township, particularly to support 
customers in the following priority areas: Health and Wellbeing; digital inclusion; skills, jobs 
and business support; reading and literacy; early years and stronger families; preventing 
social isolation – particularly with the elderly.

Every library in the Pennines Township now offers free Wi-Fi, as well as free Internet 
access. IT Training sessions are also held every week at every library in the Township.

The upstairs meeting room at Milnrow has not been accessible for many, many years.  It 
will become available to use again soon. The redevelopment plans are being approved by 
Historic England. When completed the room will be available for use both within and 
outside library opening hours by community groups.

Libraries in the Township were full of children this July and August taking part in this year’s 
Summer Reading Challenge – Record Breakers.  More children started and more children 
completed than in 2014.

Youth Service

Empowerment and cohesion are amongst some of the issues that we have been looking 
into and discussing with young people. As a service, we have continued to deliver sessions 
for young people relating to drug and alcohol awareness, sexual health, healthy eating, 
healthy relationships and the benefits of stopping smoking.

Young people in Smallbridge, Hamer & Belfield have substantially progressed since the 
last quarter, during the summer school break they managed to host an Iftari event at the 
library where parents were invited to observe the breaking of fast by the young Muslim 
youth club members who also gave a brief talk about the practices that they observe during 
their holy month of Ramadan. Young people look at the many similarities between faiths 
and how communities co-exist within the United Kingdom with the freedom to practice their 
faith. Following Ramadan the young people prepared to conclude the Duke of Edinburgh 
Bronze award for which they have been busily working towards for the past 12 months in 
which time they were learnt new skills such as cooking, first aid, camp craft skills, 
managing budgets, project planning and delivery, bicycles maintenance and up-keep.   

A fly-tipping incident at Hollingworth Lake car 
park resulted in a man being convicted of two 
environmental offences. Matthew Ryan Greaves 
pleaded guilty to one offence contrary to the 
Environmental Protection Act 1990 and a further 
offence contrary to the Control of Pollution 
(Amendment) Act 1989. He was fined a total of 
£530 and ordered to pay a further £520 costs.



              

The expedition which was conducted on bikes was a success and we are pleased to 
announce that all the participants from this group where successful. We are currently 
looking at the possibility of the group progressing to the Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award.
 

Community Safety

The last quarter has been particularly busy due to the lighter nights and school holidays; 
this encourages more youths to gather in groups with the potential for ASB to occur. This is 
robustly monitored with the “hot spot areas” dealt with via a multi-agency approach 
including Community Safety, Youth Services and Greater Manchester Police. 

Another particular problem at this time of year is ball games being played in the street; this 
is usually classed as YCA – Youth Causing Annoyance. Again this is robustly dealt with via 
means of warning letters and home visits to the perpetrators. 

As previously reported “mini motos” and “off road” bikes prove to be a real challenge at this 
time of year. Signage at “hot spot” areas has once again been installed and the 
Partnership has been busy gathering evidence on the ground to identify the perpetrators 
and to take action to confiscate the offending vehicle.  

The Rochdale East INPT has had a particularly busy period dealing with Housing Evictions 
and Tenancy Terminations due to Anti-Social Behaviour and Criminal Activity. This direct 
action allows victims of Anti-Social Behaviour to once more live without the fear of ASB 
perpetrators affecting the Community. Tenancy Terminations are achieved by Community 
Safety working with the Landlord, the Tenants and the Police when information is received 
via witnesses that the level of ASB for residents is at an intolerable level. 

There has been regular use of the Community Safety Mobile CCTV van around the 
Rochdale East area. The van has been deployed to assist in detecting car crime assisting 
in planned operations. The van has also been used on burglary operations and has been 
assisting in identifying ASB/YCA perpetrators during the school holidays.  

Community News

Young people were recently presented with their 
First Aid at Work certificates; the certificate is a 
three day fully accredited qualification. We are 
pleased to announce that all the young 
participants passed both the practical and written 
tests. The certificates were awarded at the 
Pennines Question Time event in the presence of 
Councillor Janet Emsley, Gail Hopper, Rochdale 
Council Director for Children’s Services, Sandra 
Bowness, Assistant Director for Early Help and 
Schools, Ethan Marriot, member of the Youth 
Parliament and PCSO Waseem Mir.



Tony Lloyd visit

Milnrow Newhey and Firgrove Forum

The newly merged forum held its first meeting in September, it was good to see residents 
from Firgrove attending to raise issues and have their say about their area. 

Littleborough and Wardle community meeting

The recent priorities set at the meeting include anti-social behaviour at Hare Hill Park and 
Wardle Village, burglaries and road safety in Littleborough. Concerns were raised at the 
last meeting regarding the failure of barriers at the level crossing at Smithy Bridge Railway 
Station, a letter has been sent to Northern Rail, on behalf of the meeting, to raise these 
concerns.

Smallbridge PACT & Area Forum

This is a new meeting that will be held on 15 October 2015. Local residents will be 
encouraged to attend to engage with the Police, Councillor’s and Council Officers on 
matters that are affecting them.

Pennines Towns Centre and Shop frontage Grant Schemes

Both grants scheme were officially launched in August, the aims of the fund are to 
invigorate and enhance the trading experience in Littleborough and Milnrow Town Centres. 
Funds are available to support creative ideas to generate increased business and interest 
in shopping locally. Grants are available for projects that will improve the appearance and 
appeal of the main shopping areas or activities that will bring businesses and communities 
together. 

Councillor Aftab Hussain
Pennines Township Committee Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Pennines Township Committee

Young people have been preparing 
for the Smallbridge Area Forum 
meeting which took place on 
Wednesday 12 August. With the 
help of Township, young people 
hosted the meeting with PCC Tony 
Lloyd and Deputy PCC Jim Battle. 
The meeting was a great success. 
Young people have been preparing 
for the next forum meeting to which 
they will be inviting the Deputy PCC 
Jim Battle back later this year. 


